
 

 

 

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church 
Bedford, Texas 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 

10:00am 

 

Mission Statement 
  

Courageously proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we: 

● worship and glorify God, 

● grow in faith as disciples, 

● seek justice and mercy, 

● and nurture those in need while embracing all humanity. 

 

 

Welcome to this service of worship. The Emmanuel congregation invites all ages to 

worship God together. Children’s bulletins and activity bags are available from the 

ushers. A “Fidgety Friends” room is available upstairs behind the sanctuary if 

children become restless and parents would like a comfortable place to continue to 

participate in worship.  



 

Celebration of Worship 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

10:00am  September 26, 2021 

We Gather in Worship 
Greeting and Announcements   

[Remember to add your prayer requests for inclusion in the Prayers of the People at 

https://forms.gle/SYTJ4pe93vk16CDx6 or on the paper forms in the friendship pads.  Place the 

paper forms in the offering plate.] 

Centering Words - (Thomas Merton, American Catholic theologian, poet, author, and social 

activist)       

"To allow ourselves to be carried away by a multitude of conflicting concerns, to 

surrender to too many demands, to commit oneself to too many projects, to want to help 

everyone in everything is to succumb to violence. The frenzy of our activism neutralizes 

our work for peace. It destroys our own inner capacity for peace. It destroys the 

fruitfulness of our own work because it kills the root of inner wisdom which makes work 

fruitful."         

Prelude Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me arr. Allan Mahnke 

*Call to Worship  

Everything is held in the Memory of God -- 

       Our childhoods, our dearest connections, our deepest pain. 

Everything is held in the Love of God -- 

That which feels broken beyond repair, that which is healing, 

       the hard-earned and gritty flourishing.  

Everyone is held in the Great Web of Connection -- 

Our thriving is bound up in one another’s. 

       Let us gather in the Spirit of Interdependence. 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 276          Sing a New Song unto the Lord       SING A NEW SONG 

We Are Renewed in Grace 
Remembering Baptism (Liturgist)  

Prayer of Confession                           

God of glory, we confess that we have not sought your face. We ignore the needs 

of the poor and turn away from our own kin.  We allow the gospel to go stale, 

and hide the light you have given. Forgive us; give us grace. By the renewing 

gifts of your Spirit inspire and empower us again to show the wonder of your 

love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  (Worshippers are invited to offer silent prayers of confession) 

*Sung Response (GTG) No. 575      Lord, Have Mercy upon Us              KYRIE ELEISON   

Declaration of Forgiveness  

 The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. 

https://forms.gle/SYTJ4pe93vk16CDx6


 

The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 

Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 

Thanks be to God!           
   

We Receive God’s Word 
Children’s Gathering  Susan LaPointe 

Epistle Reading           James 5:13-20 (page 1103, red Bible) 

Anthem                          Prayer of Mother Theresa     Mother Theresa and Craig Courtney 

                                    (Emmanuel Chancel Choir) 

Gospel Reading        Mark 9:38-50 (page 920, red Bible)                      Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker 

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God. People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                               Rev.  Dr. Kyle Walker 

We Experience God’s Grace 
*Affirmation of Faith - (Rev. Margaret Weis) 

 The church is not a place; it is a people. The church is not only a steeple above the  

 treeline, streets, and cars. Rather, it is a people proclaiming to the world that we  

 are here for the work of healing and of justice. The church is not walls built stone  

 upon stone, held together by mortar but rather person, linked with person, linked 

 with person: 

 all ages and genders and abilities—a community built on the foundation of  

 reason, faith, and love. The church is not just a set of doors open on Sunday  

 morning, but the commitment day after day, and moment after moment, of our  

 hearts creaking open the doors of welcome to the possibility of new experience  

 and radical welcome. The church is not simply a building, a steeple, a pew. The  

 church is the gathering together of all the people, and experiences, and fear, and  

 love, and hope in our resilient hearts; gathering, however we can, to say to the  

 world: 

 welcome, come in, lay down your heartache, and pick up hope and love. For the  

 church is us—each and every one of us—together, a beacon of hope to this world  

 that so sorely needs it. 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  Glory to God Hymnal, page 35 

Offering our Gifts to God 

[Note:  A basket is available in the sanctuary for you to walk to and drop your offering and 

prayers into.  You may also contribute online at emmanuelpc.org or use the QR code in the 

bulletin insert.] 

Invitation to the Offering   

Offertory                                              Interlude Mark Hayes 

 

https://emmanuelpc.org/


 

*Doxology  Glory to God Hymnal, page 608 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;  

 praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 God of Compassion and Courage, we dedicate our offering to work that honors  

 young people -- young people who need access to healthcare including abortion  

 and mental health care, young people who endure spiritual or religious violence,  

 and young people who bear the emotional and physical brunt of climate collapse.  

 May our collected funds manifest in liberation where they are needed the most  

 and honor future generations. Amen. 

We Leave to Serve 

*Hymn (GTG) No. 620     Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA 

  (stanzas 1, 2 and 4 only) 

*Charge and Benediction   

[You are invited to sit and enjoy the postlude.  Please respect distance and the masking 

preferences of others as you depart.]  

*Sign of Peace 

*Postlude                       What A Friend We Have in Jesus arr. Allan Mahnke 

*please stand, if able  

(GTG) – Glory to God Hymnal 

Words in bold print are said in unison by the congregation. 

Sources for s service aside from listed:  Enfleshed, 2021.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                                
                

 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Walker, Transitional Pastor 

Susan LaPointe, Director of Music 

Tak Yan Yeung, Accompanist 

Assisting in Today’s Service: 
 

Sheryl Taylor 

Susan LaPointe 

  


